THE VOICE OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY BUSINESS

CANDIDATE QUESTIONNAIRE — DISTRICT 4 SPECIAL ELECTION
NAME: ROBERT GOLDMAN PARTY AFFILIATION: DEMOCRAT
PHONE: 443-253-5884 EMAIL:GOLDMAN4MONTGOMERY@GMAIL.COM

1) WHAT IS YOUR VISION FOR THE ROLE THAT MONTGOMERY COUNTY WILL PLAY IN OUR
FUTURE GLOBAL ECONOMY?
WITH THE GROWTH OF GREEN BUSINESSES, MONTGOMERY COUNTY CERTAINLY HAS A
ROLE IN THE GLOBAL COMMUNITY, PROMOTING COMPANIES THAT SOLVE
ENVIRONMENTAL AND SOCIAL PROBLEMS, STARTING ON THE LOCAL LEVEL.
MONTGOMERY COUNTY CAN MAKE A GREATER CONTRIBUTION TO THE PRESERVATION OF
THE ENVIRONMENT AND PRACTICES THAT IMPROVE THE QUALITY OF LIFE FOR
EMPLOYEES AND CUSTOMERS.

a. WHAT WOULD YOU DO AS A MEMBER OF THE COUNTY COUNCIL TO REACH THIS
VISION?

IWILL ENSURE ECONOMIC IMPACT STUDIES ARE PERFORMED TO ANALYZE THE

GROWTH OF VARIOUS INDUSTRIES, I WILL WORK TO ENUSRE BUSINESS RETENTION

AND EXPANSION, I WILL WORK WITH LOCAL COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES TO

PRODUCE SKILLED WORKERS IN MONTGOMERY COUNTY’S VARIOUS INDUSTRIES.

2) DO YOU BELIEVE THAT PROVIDING INCENTIVES FOR COMPANIES TO LOCATE IN
MONTGOMERY COUNTY IS AN IMPORTANT PART OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
STRATEGY? CERTAINLY, IN ORDER TO BE COMPETIVE AND ENSURE THAT COMPANIES
AND BUSINESSES WILL RELOCATE AND THRIVE HERE WE NEED TO PROVIDE SOME
INCENTIVES. AT A TIME WHEN SO MANY BUSINESSES ARE CLOSING, THESE INCENTIVES
WILL ENABLE THE OUR CITIZENS TO GO BACK TO WORK AND OUR LOCAL ECONOMY TO
REBOUND.

3) ECONOMIC DOWNTURN HAS RESULTED IN DECREASED REVENUES FOR MONTGOMERY
COUNTY. WHAT DO YOU BELIEVE ARE THE BEST METHODS FOR BOOSTING COUNTY
REVENUES? WHAT SHOULD BE TRIMMED FROM THE COUNTY’S BUDGET IN THESE
DIFFICULT TIMES?

AS EXPLAINED ON MY WEBSITE, WWW.GOLDMAN4MONTGOMERY.COM, MY POSITION HAS
BEEN TO TAKE A LONG LOOK AT THE BUDGET AND RE-EVALUATE WHERE OUR TAX MONEY
IS GOING. WITH FORECLOSURES OUT OF CONTROL AND THE NUMBER OF CITIZENS WHO
ARE UNEMPLOYED, WE CANNOT RAISE TAXES RIGHT NOW TO INCREASE REVENUES. THAT
IS FINANCIALLY IRRESPONSIBLE. WE NEED TO REFOCUS OUR SPENDING. THE COUNTY’S
RISK MANAGEMENT BUDGET FOR THIS FISCAL YEAR IS IN EXCESS OF $9 MILLION. THE
COUNTY COUNCIL SHOULD LOOK AT PRIVATE INSURANCE FOR SOME OR ALL OF THE RISK
MANAGAEMENT, WITH THE HOPES OF DECREASING THIS BUDGETED ITEM. SECOND,
ALMOST % OF THE COUNTY’S GRANT MONEY GOES TO PROGRAMS THAT HAVE BEEN IN
PLACE SINCE BEFORE 2000. OUR NEEDS HAVE CHANGED SINCE THEN AND WE SHOULD
NOT BE TIED TO OUTDATED PROGRAMS. WE CAN RE-DIRECT OUR GRANT MONEY
ELSEWHERE. WE SHOULD ABOLISH STIPENDS FOR VOLUNTEERS TO COUNTY COMMITTES



http://www.goldman4montgomery.com/
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AND BOARDS. THIS WORK SHOULD BE VOLUNTARY. THESE ARE BUT A FEW EXAMPLES
THAT WOULD GIVE US SOME FLEXIBLE ECONOMIC FLEXIBIILITY.

GIVEN THAT MARYLAND’S INVESTMENT IN TRANSPORTATION CONTINUES TO DECLINE
AND TRAFFIC CONGESTION REMAINS A HUGE CONCERN FOR VOTERS IN MONTGOMERY
COUNTY, HOW DO YOU BELIEVE THAT THE COUNTY COUNCIL SHOULD ADDRESS OUR
TRAFFIC RELIEF?

AS SOMEBODY WHO HAS AN 18 MILE COMMUTE FROM HOME TO WORK BUT IS IN THE CAR
FOR 1 %2 TO 2 HOURS EVERYDAY, I KNOW ABOUT TRAFFIC CONGESTION. WE NEED TO
PROMOTE PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION—GET MOVING ON THE PURPLE LINE, REINSTATE
BUS ROUTES THAT HAVE BEEN CHANGED OR TERMINATED AND REMOVE AGING-DIESEL
FUELED BUSES FROM SERVICE AND REPLACE THEM WITH ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY,
CNG OR HYBRID BUSES. THE INTERCOUNTY CONNECTOR SHOULD HELP IN THE FUTURE,
BUT IN THE INTERIM, ALTERNATIVE MEANS TO CARS AND PRIVATE TRANSPORTATION
SHOULD BE ADDRESSED WITH PROMOTING PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION. ALSO, RIDERS OF
PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION SHOULD BE ENTITLED TO BETTER FINANCIAL
INCENTIVES/RATES FOR RIDING PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION.

WHAT IS YOUR POSITION ON SOME OF OUR KEY TRAFFIC RELIEF PROJECTS INCLUDING
THE PURPLE LINE, CORRIDOR CITIES TRANSITWAY AND THE WIDENING OF I-270?_1 AM
AND WILL CONTINUE TO BE IN FAVOR OF ANYTHING THAT MAKES OUR LIVES AND
COMMUTES EASIER. FOR TOO LONG, THE INFRASTRUCTURE HAS NOT MATCHED OUR
GROWTH. FAILURE TO DO ANYTHING NOW WILL ULTIMATELY MAKE THE TRAFFIC
PROBLEMS WORSE LATER AND LEAD TO A DECLINE IN OUR POPULATION AND QUALITY
OF LIFE. NOBODY WANTS TO SPEND THEIR LIVES IN THEIR CARS, ANGRY AND
FRUSTRATED. RESPONDING TO GROWTH AND PREPARING OURSELVES FOR FUTURE
GROWTH IS NECESSARY THROUGH THESE PROJECTS.

PLEASE DISCUSS YOUR THOUGHTS ON THE MASTER PLANS THAT WILL COME BEFORE
THE COUNTY COUNCIL IN 2008 INCLUDING: GAITHERSBURG WEST, GERMANTOWN AND
WHITE FLINT, AS THESE AREAS ARE ALL OPPORTUNITES FOR IMPORTANT ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT. I THINK THAT IT IS TERRIFIC TO FOCUS ON GERMANTOWN, AS A
POSSIBLE HUB FOR CULTURE AND EMPLOYMENT. PEOPLE TEND TO FOCUS ON ONLY
CERTAIN AREAS CLOSER TO THE DISTRICT AS AREAS OF EMPLOYMENT AND ACTIVITY IN
MONTGOMERY COUNTY. GERMANTOWN IS A GOOD LOCALE IN THE COUNTY FOR THIS
DEVELOPMENT. GAITHERSBURG WEST IS A PRIME LOCATION FOR LIFE SCIENCE
GROWTH TO SERVE AS THE COUNTY’S HUB FOR SCIENCE. WHITE FLINT WILL CREATE
MORE GREENSPACE. EACH OF THESE IDEAS FOR THE MASTER PLAN WILL GIVE THE
VARIOUS AREAS OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY A UNIQUENESS, A REASON TO VISIT AND
EXPLORE THE VARIOUS DIVERSE AREAS OF THE COUNTY AND WILL CENTRALIZE THE
VARIOUS INDUSTRIES/ACTIVITIES/OPPORTUNITIES IN THAT PARTICULAR REGION OF THE
COUNTY.

WHY WOULD YOU LIKE TO BE A MEMBER OF THE MONTGOMERY COUNTY COUNCIL AND
WHAT DO YOU HOPE TO ACCOMPLISH?

AS A PARENT, RESIDENT OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MEMBER OF THE LEGAL
COMMUNITY AND VOLUNTEER, I SEE MY NEIGHBORS IN DISTRICT 4 AND MY FRIENDS IN
THE COUNTY SUFFERING THROUGH ECONOMIC DIFFICULTIES, PAYING THEIR
MORTGAGES, KEEPING THEIR HOMES AND JOBS, AND THEIR CHILDREN’S EDUCATIONS. I
ALSO SEE THEIR CONCERNS FOR SAFETY AND THEIR RETIREMENTS. THESE ARE NOT
ATYPICAL CONCERNS OR CONCERNS THAT ARE NEW. HOWEVER, MY CAREER HAS BEEN
ABOUT HELPING PEOPLE, MAKING THEIR LIVES BETTER AND PROTECTING THEIR




INTERESTS. I WANT TO CONTINUE TO DO THAT FOR ALL OF THE CITIZENS OF MY COUNTY,
TO MAKE MY CHILDREN’S LIVES BETTER AND EASIER AND TO HELP OTHERS MAKE THEIR
LIVES BETTER AND EASIER.
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